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The Ministry of Health (the Ministry) has developed a Practice Guideline: Interface between Needs Assessment and Service Co-ordination and Equipment and Modification Services Assessors and Providers (Practice Guideline).  Considerable consultation was undertaken with NASC, EMS Assessors and Providers during the development of this document.  
Practice Guideline Requirements

As summarised below, there are some instances when a referral and collaboration between agencies is mandatory and this must occur before an application for equipment or modification is made.  There are also times when the need for collaboration is considered flexible because of the person’s needs and circumstances.  

	Group 
	Status 

	People with behavioural needs who may require Equipment Modification Services   
	Mandatory

	People who may require high cost and/or complex housing modifications   
	Mandatory

	People with rapidly deteriorating degenerative conditions e.g. muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, motor neurone disease
	Flexible

	People who have high cost support packages through NASC and/or complex situations
	Flexible

	Carer stress the EMS Assessor may identify that a carer is under stress and that this may jeopardise the stability of a person’s support system 
	Flexible


EMS and NASC Joint Report

This template is now ready for use and can be down loaded off either the Accessable (accessable.co.nz) or Enable NZ (disabilityfunding.co.nz) websites.  The template needs to be completed jointly unless otherwise indicated on the template.
If you have any problems activating the drop down box options or the tick boxes please contact your IT Help desk in the first instance. They will be able to activate the template (e.g. ‘enable macros’ under tools) for you. If you still have problems then contact Karen_Hunter@moh.govt.nz.  
Local Level Agreements
To help strengthen working relationships and timely collaboration between EMS Assessors and NASC, this Practice Guideline includes an example of a Local Level Agreement that you may find useful.  If your organisation is already engaged with developing a Local Level Agreement as part of the Ministry of Health and Education Therapy and Equipment Operational Protocols (refer to the Ministry of Health website for more information) then you may wish to consider including NASC as part of this Local Level Agreement, if appropriate. 
